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On July 20th, County Commissioner David 
Woodward of Royal Oak called for the discharge of 
a resolution that would have reaffirmed support 
for the affirmative action policies already in 
place in our county.  A vote in favor of discharge 
would have opened the floor for commissioner 
debate on the resolution.  The Board voted along 
party lines with 13 Republican commissioners 
opposed to the resolution and 10 Democrats in 
favor.  Commissioner Mike Rogers was the only 
Republican to vote in support of the resolution.  
Republican Commissioner William Patterson was 
absent.  This “Nay” vote effectively prevented any 
formal and open discussion of the issue.  It was a 
vote for silence. 
 
The issue of affirmative action is a central one in 
the upcoming election.  This vote limited public 
access to the opinions of our elected officials.  It is 

notable that although the Board meetings are held 
on Thursday mornings, making them less 
accessible to working people, a public audience of 
approximately 50 turned out for this meeting.  I had 
the opportunity to represent our organization.  
Sixteen other individuals, many of whom 
represented civic organizations in our area, spoke 
in support of discharge including League members 
Lysa Postula-Stein, Barb Rosalik and Barbara 
Talley.  Marge Polidori, Sue Leich, and Karen 
Linnell attended in support.  No member of the 
public opposed the effort to discharge the 
resolution. 
 
A resolution that would have directly opposed the 
Anti-Affirmative Action Ballot Proposal was brought 
before the Board on August 3rd by Commissioner 
Eric Coleman of Southfield.  This resolution was 
defeated by a similar vote. 
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